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Service, Veteran’s, Essay

A few years back parents prompted the fourth grade service project toward support of veterans and those in
military service. When I asked our local VFW Hall what we could do to support them, they responded,
“Please participate in our essay contest.” So that’s what we do.

This week fourth graders create a cluster for prewriting work (getting ideas and organizing) and write rough
drafts for the VFW annual essay contest. Students will also work on catchy starts and endings that feel
complete. These rough drafts, along with Contest Entry Forms are due back to me on Friday. I'll return
rough drafts to students by scanning corrected drafts for return electronically or hard copy on the 23. This
leaves the final draft portion to be completed independently. This last part, along with entry into the VFW
contest is encouraged and optional. Parents, feel free to help with spelling, punctuation and presentation. I
would like final drafts back to me by Tuesday, October 27. This allows time to make copies, attach
permission forms and send as a group to our VFW contact. Let me know if your child will refrain from the
contest or you’d rather submit the final draft and entry form on your own (note, entries must reach the VFW
by 10/31, see form for their address).

This begins our year-long focus on support for men and women who serve our country through military
service. We typically lead the school in a Veteran’s Day Assembly (I’ll figure that out) and visit the long
term care unit at the VA hospital (we’ll write letters instead). I have faith we will find additional ways to
show our support and gratitude in the months ahead.

Reader’s Workshop, Journey’s Unit: Nuts and Bolts
This week fourth graders begin a Reader’s Workshop Unit
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Thank you for your on-going support.




